Dear President Biden,
We offer you our most sincere gratitude for having moved swiftly to rejoin the
Paris Climate Agreement. In our view, the importance of rejoining the Paris
Climate Agreement was not just about preventing rapidly escalating health harms
from climate change. It’s also about seizing this public health crisis and turning it
into a major public health opportunity—because climate solutions have
immediate, as well as long term, health benefits.
Accelerating the inevitable transition to clean, renewable energy will allow all
Americans to breathe cleaner air and drink cleaner water. Climate-friendly
approaches to agriculture, soil management and forests will improve the quality
of our food, water and air. Rebuilding our communities to be greener, cooler, and
more-energy efficient, and transportation systems to be more pedestrian- and
bike-friendly, and building, maintaining, and funding affordable mass transit will
help people live more active, healthier lives, and increase America’s resilience to
the impacts of climate change. In addition to being what’s necessary to limit
climate change, every one of these steps will improve the health of all Americans,
save lives, and reduce health costs—and will do so rapidly.
Every one of these steps, if implemented thoughtfully, can also help to create a
fairer, more equitable, and more prosperous America. They are an opportunity to
begin the process of ending environmental injustice that has for so long harmed
the health of people in low-income communities and communities of color. And
they are an opportunity to create good, sustainable jobs that are an important
foundation of good health and financial security.
As you consider the climate commitments that America will make later this year
at COP-26 meeting in Glasgow—our Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
in the parlance of the Paris Agreement—we urge you to “go big” for our climate,
and for our health.

America’s health professionals will work tirelessly with you and your
Administration, and with all future Presidents and their Administrations, to help
America deliver on ambitious Nationally Determined Contributions. Doing so is
one of the most important ways we can help ensure the good health and
wellbeing of all Americans.
The work of the climate community and the work of the health community are, in
fact, a single project. Working together, we can implement solutions that improve
our health and the health of our planet.

